


Koru programme
Growing thinkers and uncovering student's passions

Overview

Spotswood College is excited to offer a student support programme for 
academic students. 

The unfolding Koru symbolises the ideas of academic potential, growth, and 
constant movement.

Students will be supported with their chosen academic pathways.  In the 
Koru programme students are placed with academic focussed learning 
advisors and mentors who can help support the development of their goals.



Goals
1. This programme will find, uncover and extend upon students educational interests, passions and 

dreams.

2. It will offer opportunities along the way, like bringing in guest mentors and off site trips. There is a 

‘Gifted and Talented’ conference in Wellington that could be an option to go to.

3. The Koru programme will also track and monitor each student’s progress and help with the 

selection of their subjects. 

4. Their learning advisor will liaise with each of their teachers to ensure that they are being extended 

within and across their learning programmes. 

5. Their advisor will liaise with parents as to junior students being able to do NCEA Senior level 

papers and/or courses. They will help develop a personalised programme for each student.

6. Each learning advisor and parent/s of each student will keep up to date communication and form 

a connective relationship. This includes, monitoring each student's well being. 

7. Students will be guided through their own research projects where 12 key academic thinking 

types will be taught and built upon.



● Generative thinking

● Deeper thinking

● Wider lateral open 

thinking

● Critical thinking

● Creative thinking

● Speculative thinking

● Notational thinking

● Contextual thinking

● Philosophical thinking

● Blended thinking

● Deconstructive thinking

● Independent, agentic 

thinking

Thinking academically







Charlotte (Year 9)

SEMESTER ONE

NCEA Level 1 SCIENCE



Charlotte (Year 9)

SEMESTER TWO

NCEA Level 1 FRENCH 

(full year)

NCEA Level 1 SCIENCE



Mika (Year 10)

NCEA Level 1 ENGLISH (full 

year)

NCEA Level 1 MATHS (full 

year)



Jemma (Year 10)

NCEA Level One Science 

(Physics and Chemistry)

NCEA Level One Science 

(Inheritance)



Global 
Citizens 
jLCITZNS

Year 9 only: Gifted and 
talented. Fast-paced learning for 
lovers of reading and writing. 
Pathway to 
G & T Year 10.

Quintessenti
al Literary 
Classics 
jLQNTLIT

Year 10 only. Gifted and 
talented. In-depth literary study. 
Developing into Level One English 
standards throughout the year. 

Caller ID
jLCALLID

Yr 9 & 10. Reading, film and 
writing. 
Discovering your identity.

Dare to be 
Different
jLDREDFF

Yr 9 & 10. Focus on reading and 
writing. Studying people who have 
dared to be different.

Endurance 
and Survival 
jLENDSRV

Yr 9 & 10. Reading, writing and 
viewing. 
Stories of survival. 

Paper Trails, 
Paper Tales 
jLPATPAT

Yr 9 & 10. Reading, writing, 
watching and listening. The trail 
we leave in the world.



jNXMARKS

X Marks the 
Spot

Year 9 or 10 students. Gifted 
and talented. Students will 
work through NCEA Level 1 

during this two year 
programme.

It is highly recommended that students 

select jNPRDODD in either S1 or S2 in 2020.



STEAM MONDAY = SENIOR POP  UP

Science NCEA Level 1 standards

Geography NCEA Level 1 standards

History NCEA Level 1 standards

Farming NCEA Level 1 standards

Art NCEA Level 1 standards



IMPACT INQUIRY: TUESDAY

Robotics/ coding INQUIRY

“Science for Experts” Inquiry group

Year 9 LANGUAGES:

- Spanish

- Japanese

- French

- Te Reo Maori



STEAM  WEDNESDAY = SENIOR POP 

UP

Science NCEA Level 1 standards

Drama NCEA Level 1 standards

History NCEA Level 1 standards

Geography NCEA Level 1 standards

Farming NCEA Level 1 standards



IMPACT INQUIRY: THURSDAY

Robotics/ coding INQUIRY

“Science for Experts” Inquiry group

Year 10 LANGUAGES:

- Spanish

- Japanese

- French

- Te Reo Maori



STEAM  FRIDAY

Science NCEA Level 1:  Biology and 

Microbes

Drama NCEA Level 1: Whose line is it 

anyway?

NCEA Level 1 Art

Science NCEA Level 1:  Physics and 

Chemistry

NCEA Level 1 Social Sciences



Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

At Spotswood College



Being Numerate

A numerically literate person can 

manage and respond to the 

mathematical demands of life.

"Greater numeracy has been 

associated with reduced susceptibility 

to framing effects, less influence of 

nonnumerical information such as 

mood states, and greater sensitivity to 

different levels of numerical risk" -

Wikipedia entry

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Framing_effect_(psychology)


Mathematics

Numeracy

Numeracy is represented in 

parts of the Mathematics NZC. 

Number

Measure
Statistics



Numeracy as defined by NZQA 

in the NCEA framework 

Number

Measure
Statistics



Mathematics as defined by 

NZQA in the NCEA framework 

Number

Measure
Statistics

Algebra

Probability

Geometry



Junior Numeracy: 
4 Semester Courses over 2 years

Mathematics Pathway:

Students required to select courses that cover 

all six strands of the Mathematics NZC.

Numeracy Pathway:

Students can select any combination of courses 

so that at least they have the three numeracy 

strands.

Number Statistics Measurement

Algebra Geometry Probability
Number Statistics Measurement







The expectation for students wishing to study academic maths is that they 

select courses that cover the six strands of the NZC over a 2 year period.  

It is highly recommended that students select jNPRDODD 

in either S1 or S2 in 2020.



Gifted and Talented
Two year extension programme for students working at or very close to 

Curriculum Level 6

Courses identified with G&T in the Junior Curriculum Book



2020 and 2021

Students will work through NCEA Level 1 during this two year programme.  The programme is run by 

the maths department and taught by maths teachers. 

Students will then gain direct entry into the NCEA Level 2 programme in mathematics when they 

reach Year 11.  This allows students time in Year 13 to study further options in calculus or statistics 

or to enrol in university papers in mathematics run by the School of Engineering at Canterbury 

University.



Looking ahead...



Looking ahead...



Looking ahead...



Where to find more

The 2020 full Junior Numeracy information document can be found here

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11AloiyPgO7fv5xsMv_iMG-r4dfuVED1BRXq5II0e8f4/edit?usp=sharing


As part of Spotswood’s 

commitment to improving literacy 

for all of our students, we offer 

literacy across the whole school. 

This means that every Junior 

Literacy class, regardless of the 

lens it is taught through, 

measures the key skills needed to 

develop literacy. 

Literacy at Spotswood College



What is literacy?
By literacy we mean, gaining 

and developing skills to: -

communicate effectively 

through writing

and 

-understand information and 

ideas when reading. 



What is the difference between English and Literacy?

English is structured around two interconnected strands:

● Making meaning (understanding through listening, reading and 

viewing)

● Creating meaning (producing through writing, speaking and 

presenting)

● Each strand involves visual, oral and written language

Literacy focuses on developing skills in reading and writing through a 

subject area lens. 

● Our key Literacy focus in 2019 has been on developing writing. 



Supporting students to choose the 

right Literacy class

JUNIORS: 

1. Gifted and talented (including students who are 

passionate about reading and writing) junior 

students should be enrolled in -

Yr 9: Global Citizens and Yr 10: Quintessential 

Literary Classics. These are the only year-long 

courses in the Junior Literacy curriculum. 



Global Citizens 
jLCITZNS

Year 9 only: Gifted and talented. Fast-paced 
learning for lovers of reading and writing. Pathway 
to G & T Year 10.

Quintessential 
Literary Classics 
jLQNTLIT

Year 10 only. Gifted and talented. In-depth 
literary study. Developing into Level One English 
standards throughout the year. 

Caller ID
jLCALLID

Yr 9 & 10. Reading, film and writing. 
Discovering your identity.

Dare to be Different
jLDREDFF

Yr 9 & 10. Focus on reading and writing. Studying 
people who have dared to be different.

Endurance and 
Survival jLENDSRV

Yr 9 & 10. Reading, writing and viewing. 
Stories of survival. 

Paper Trails, Paper 
Tales jLPATPAT

Yr 9 & 10. Reading, writing, watching and listening. 
The trail we leave in the world.

Semester 1 2020 Junior Literacy Courses: ENGLISH



Gifted and Talented English Pathway

Juniors Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

- Year 9 
Global Citizens
jLCITZNS

- Year 10  
Quintessential 
Literary Classics
jLQNTLIT

- Get Lit
sLGETLIT

- Carpe Diem
sLCRPDIM

- Life Isn’t 
Fair
sLNTFAIR

- Complexity of 
Human Nature
sLCMPXHM


